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elebrate

100 years!

The History of 4-H

4-Hbegan as a simultaneous response to needs
throughout the country, rather than as the idea
of one individual. The goal of the program was to
extend agricultural education to rural youth by
organizing boys and girls clubs and through “learn-
ing by doing.”

The roots of 4-H began at the turn of the century
when progressive educators started to
emphasize the needs of young people and to
introduce nature study as a basis for a better
agricultural education. Boys and girls clubs and
leagues were established in schools and churches
to meet these needs.

Through the years, the overall objective of 4-H
has remained the same: the development of youth
as individuals and as responsible and productive
citizens. 4-H serves youth through a variety of
methods:

e Organized clubs

*  4-Hspecial interest/short term groups
*  4-Hschool enrichment programs

*  4-Hinstructional television

*  4-Hcamping

*  4-Hactivities

*  4-Hcenters

¢ Asindividual members
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What is Congress?
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