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Apple 
(Malus domestica) 

Å Apple fruits are round to slightly elongated and red, yellow or green 
in color. The flesh is crisp, white, and juicy. They are often borne on 
short stems known as spurs. The blossom end of the fruit may have 
4 (sometimes 2 or 3) distinct lobes. The skin is smooth with 
prominent lenticels, or may be covered with tan corky tissue known 
as russett.  

Å Seed are hard, small, ovoid, pointed at one end, black or brown and 
shiny. Papery membranes surround the seeds. Leaves are oblong to 
oval, alternate, pointed, with serrate margins, soft textured with a 
fine fuzz giving a dull appearance.  

Å Flowers are cymes, white with red-pink underneath, with 5 petals.  
Å Tree size varies greatly but is usually relatively small with an upright 

to slightly spreading growth habit. Some apple varieties grow in 
north and central Florida. 
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Apricot 
(Prunus armeniaca) 

ÅApricots resemble small peaches in shape and 
appearance, usually being yellow or orange with a 
vertical dent along one side. The skin is smoother than 
a peach, but is finely fuzzy.  
ÅThe stone is oval, flat, and smooth with ridges along 

one edge.  
ÅLeaves are alternate, heart-shaped, sharp pointed, with 

finely serrated margins. The new growth often has a 
reddish tint.  
ÅFlowers are solitary, produced in clusters, on 

short spurs, with 5 petals and 5 sepals and 
erect stamens. 
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Avocado 
(Persea americana) 

Å Avocados are commonly pear-shaped but they may be rounded or 
prominently necked. Those grown in Florida commonly have 
smooth, green skins, but other types may have rough leathery skin 
which is almost black. The flesh is yellow-green, greener toward the 
skin and more yellow toward the seed.  

Å The single seed is brown, large and smooth. Fruit size is variable.  
Å Leaves are large, smooth, alternate, ovate, broadly pointed and 

dark green.  
Å The trees are medium to large and are generally considered to 

be evergreen although some types lose their leaves briefly before 
flowering. Avocados are grown in central and south Florida. 

Junior 
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Banana 
(Musa spp.) 

ÅBananas are long, finger-like, and slightly curved, with 
a smooth, yellow skin and soft, creamy-white pulp. 
There are no seeds in edible types.  

ÅThe fruit are arranged in clusters, called hands, of 6-25 
or more bananas.  

ÅLeaves are very large, blunt, wide and long, arranged in 
a spiral, and sometimes tattered along the edges.  

ÅThe flower bud is reddish-purple, large and pointed.  

ÅBananas mature fruit only in warm locations of Florida, 
but are grown as ornamentals throughout Florida. 
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Barbados Cherry 
(Malpighia glabra) 

Å The Barbados cherry is a large, densely-branched shrub. It can be 
pruned to form a single trunked small tree. The growth habit may 
be low and spreading, or upright and open.  

Å Leaves are glossy, 1 to 3 inches long, opposite to subopposite, and 
more or less egg-shaped.  

Å Flowers are small cymes, pink to red, with fringed petals.  
Å The small, juicy, thin-skinned fruit are roundish, about one inch in 

diameter and deep crimson. The fruit are borne in leaf axils, 
singularly, or in clusters of two or three. The flesh is yellow and has 
varying levels of acidity, depending on the cultivar. Barbados cherry 
grows in south Florida and in the warmer regions of central Florida. 
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Black Walnut 
(Juglans nigra) 

ÅBlack walnuts develop in clusters inside a rough, 
green husk about the size of a tennis ball. The 
shell of the nut is nearly round, black, very hard, 
rough and deeply ridged. The nut (kernel) is 
contained inside the shell.  
ÅLeaves are 12 to 24 inches, alternate, 

and pinnately compound, having 15 or 
more lanceolate leaflets with serrate margins.  
ÅBlack walnut trees are very large, ranging from 50 

to 75 feet in height and width and grow and fruit 
in north Florida. 
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Blackberry 
(Rubus spp.) 

ÅBlackberry is a multiple fruit composed of 20-50 small 
fruitlets (drupes) attached to a central core which remains 
in the fruit when picked, unlike raspberry, where the core is 
hollow.  

ÅThe fruit are dark red to black at maturity and thimble-
shaped.  

ÅThe plant is either a vine or shrub with trailing or arching 
stems (canes) which are nearly always thorny.  

ÅLeaves are alternate, trifoliate or pinnately compound with 
3, 5, 7 or 9 deeply serrate or toothed leaflets.  

ÅBlackberries are grown throughout Florida and wild 
blackberries are common in the state. 
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http://gardeningsolutions.ifas.ufl.edu/mastergardener/outreach/plant_id/glossary/a_d.shtml#D
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Blueberry 
(Vaccinium spp.) 

ÅBlueberries are small, round or oblate, blue to bluish-
black at maturity, usually with a waxy bloom and 
remains of the calyx at the blossom end.  

ÅSeeds are few and very small. Leaves are 
small, alternate, ovate, with short petioles, entire 
margins, and usually a waxy surface giving them a light 
green appearance.  

ÅThe flower is white and bell shaped, produced in 
clusters.  

ÅThe plant is usually a relatively small, multi-trunked 
shrub. Blueberries grow in north and central Florida. 

Junior 
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Carambola 
(Averrhoa carambola) 

Å The carambola tree is small and slow growing with a round canopy.  
Å Leaves are oddςpinnatelycompound with individual leaflets ranging 

from one to three inches in length.  
Å The fruit is egg-shaped with rounded ends. Five (rarely four or six) 

prominent long ribs give the fruit a star shape when cut in cross 
section. The thin skinned fruit is yellow, crisp and very juicy with an 
acid flavor.  

Å The number of seed varies from none to about ten per fruit. Seeds 
are long, thin and light brown. Carambola flowers are borne 
on panicles on twigs. They are perfect, up to 1/2 inch diameter, and 
pink to lavender in color. They have five petals and sepals. The 
carambola is grown in Central and South Florida. 
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Cashew 
(Anacardium occidentale) 

Å The cashew is a small, tropical tree with a dense, spreading canopy.  
Å The evergreen leaves are simple and alternate, arranged toward the 

end of the stems. Each leaf is six to seven inches 
long, obovate to oblong with a rounded or sometimes notched tip.  

Å Flowers are in panicles; each flower, pale green at first then turning 
reddish, having five petals.  

Å The red to yellow fruit is pear shaped. A smooth, thin-shelled, 
grayish-green, kidney-shaped appendage (containing the nut) is 
suspended from the bottom end. Great care must be exercised in 
handling raw nuts, since the shell contains thick, poisonous, caustic 
oil. The nut inside the shell is light tan or whitish and curved.  

Å Cashews grow only in very warm locations of extreme South 
Florida. 
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http://gardeningsolutions.ifas.ufl.edu/mastergardener/outreach/plant_id/glossary/e_n.shtml
http://gardeningsolutions.ifas.ufl.edu/mastergardener/outreach/plant_id/glossary/s_w.shtml
http://gardeningsolutions.ifas.ufl.edu/mastergardener/outreach/plant_id/glossary/a_d.shtml
http://gardeningsolutions.ifas.ufl.edu/mastergardener/outreach/plant_id/glossary/o_r.shtml
http://gardeningsolutions.ifas.ufl.edu/mastergardener/outreach/plant_id/glossary/o_r.shtml
http://gardeningsolutions.ifas.ufl.edu/mastergardener/outreach/plant_id/glossary/o_r.shtml#P
http://gardeningsolutions.ifas.ufl.edu/mastergardener/outreach/plant_id/glossary/o_r.shtml#P


 

Purdue 


