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Aphids:

Aphididae 

ÅOrder: Hemiptera

ÅMorphology: hemimetabolous

ÅWinged: some generations

ÅMouth Parts: piercing-sucking

ÅOther descriptors: Aphids are very small 

insects which feed by sucking the juices from 

plant leaves and stems.  They can vector 

pathogens and commonly, the honeydew they 

produce as a byproduct of feeding, brings about 

black sooty mold.



Aphids

There are many species of aphids in Florida.  

Here are a few:

Right Brown citrus aphid, 

Toxoptera citricida(Kirkaldy), 

infestation on citrus. Photograph 

by Division of Plant Industry, 

www.insectimages.org.

Top Left Winged adult female 

Shivaphis celtiDas, an Asian 

hackberry aphid, on hackberry. 

Photograph by P.M. Choate, 

University of Florida.

Bottom Left Nymphs (mixed 

ages) and dark form of wingless 

adult of melon aphids, Aphis 

gossypiiGlover. Photograph by 

J.L. Castner, University of 

Florida.



Aphids: Damage Photos

Aphids prefer many hosts.  Here are some general damage photos:

Top Left Sootymold, on palm 

fronds, growing on honeydew 

released by feeding from the palm 

aphid, Cerataphis brasiliensis

(Hempel). Photograph by Douglas 

Caldwell, University of Florida. 

Bottom Damage to fennel by 

coriander aphids, Hyadaphis 

coriandri (Das). Photograph by 

Jeffrey Lotz, Division of Plant 

Industry. 

Top Middle 'Apalachee' crape myrtle 

(Lagerstroemia indica x Lagerstroemia 

faurie) covered with black sooty mold 

as a result of aphid honeydew. 

Photograph by John Herbert, 

University of Florida

Top Right Damage to leaves 

caused by the green peach aphid, 

Myzus persicae(Sulzer). 

Photograph by Ken Gray, Oregon 

State University. 

mailto:dougbug@ufl.edu


Armyworms : Spodoptera spp.

ÅOrder: Lepidoptera

ÅMorphology: holometabolous

ÅWinged: adults only

ÅMouth Parts: biting-chewing

ÅOther descriptors: There are several species of 

armyworms. The fall armyworm is identifiable by an 

inverted ñYò on its head; the southern armyworm 

develops a white line dorsally and latterly, as well as a 

series of dark triangles.



Armyworms

Photos by John Capinera, 

University of Florida.

Larva of southern 

armyworm, note 

white lines and dark 

triangles.

Larva of fall 

armyworm, note 

inverted ñYò on 

head.



Armyworms: Damage Photos

Armyworm injury to 
whorl-stage corn, 
eating all of corn 
except for leaf 
midrib and stalk.



Asian Citrus Psyllid: 

Diaphorina citri

ÅOrder: Hemiptera

ÅMorphology: holometabolous

ÅWinged: adults only

ÅMouth Parts: piercing-sucking

ÅOther descriptors: Small and mottled brown 

in color. Its upright appearance when sitting 

still helps as an identifying characteristic (see 

image on next slide). 



Asian Citrus Psyllid

Adult psyllid. Photo by Jeffery Lotz, 

FDACS-Division of Plant Industry.



Asian Citrus Psyllid: Damage 

Photos

The psyllids vector Greening, a 

devastating disease plaguing the 

citrus industry. Healthy and sick 

leaves are shown above.

Asymmetrical yellow 

mottling of leaves and odd 

shape and greening of fruit, 

symptoms of Huanglongbing

(citrus greening).



Cabbage Looper: Trichoplusia ni

ÅOrder: Lepidoptera

ÅMorphology: holometabolous

ÅWinged: adults only

ÅMouth Parts: biting-chewing

ÅOther descriptors: Larvae start off dusky 

white and become green as they feed. They 

have three pairs of prolegs and usually a 

white stripe on each side of their body. 



Top left Early cabbage looper instar.

Cabbage Looper

Photos by John 

Capinera, 

University of 

Florida.

Bottom left Mature cabbage looper larva. 

Below Adult cabbage looper moth.



Cabbage Looper: Damage 

Photos

Damage to cabbage head. Only larval feeding 
causes damage; adult moths feed on nectar. 



Colorado Potato Beetle: 

Leptinotarsa decemlineata

ÅOrder: Coleoptera

ÅMorphology: holometabolous

ÅWinged: yes

ÅMouth Parts: biting-chewing

ÅOther descriptors: Elytra are outlined in 

black, with each having five stripes. Potato 

is the preferred host, but will also feed on 

crops such as eggplant and tomato.



Photo by David Cappaert Buss, Michigan State University

www.insectimages.org.

Colorado Potato Beetle

http://www.insectimages.org/


Colorado Potato Beetle: 

Damage Photos

Feeding Damage on Eggplant Fruit.



Corn Earworm :

Helicoverpa zea
ÅOrder: Lepidoptera

ÅMorphology: holometabolous

ÅWinged: adults only

ÅMouth Parts: biting-chewing

ÅOther descriptors: The larva is variable in color. Overall, the 

head tends to be orange or light brown with a white net-like pattern, the 

thoracic plates black, and the body brown, green, pink, or sometimes yellow 

or mostly black. The larva usually bears a broad dark band laterally above 

the spiracles, and a light yellow to white band below the spiracles. A pair of 

narrow dark stripes often occurs along the center of the back. Close 

examination reveals that the body bears numerous black thorn-like 

microspines. These spines give the body a rough feel when touched. The 

presence of spines and the light-colored head serve to distinguish corn 

earworm from fall armyworm, and European corn borer.

http://entnemdept.ufl.edu/creatures/field/fall_armyworm.htm
http://entnemdept.ufl.edu/creatures/field/e_corn_borer.htm


Corn Earworm

Larva of corn earworm, Helicoverpa zea

(Boddie), dark-colored or brown form. 

Photograph by John L. Capinera, 

University of Florida

Adult corn earworm, Helicoverpa zea(Boddie). Photograph 

by John L. Capinera, University of Florida.



Corn Earworm: Damage 

Photos

Above Larva of corn earworm, 

Helicoverpa zea(Boddie), light-

colored or greenish form. 

Photograph by John L. Capinera, 

University of Florida. Note 

damage from feeding.

BelowCorn earworm, 

Helicoverpa zea

(Boddie), on an immature 

cotton boll. Photograph 

by USDA.



Cottonwood Leaf Beetle:

Chrysomela scripta

ÅOrder: Coleoptera

ÅMorphology: holometabolous

ÅWinged: adults only

ÅMouth Parts: biting-chewing

ÅOther descriptors: The cottonwood leaf beetle, is 

one of the most economically-important pests of managed 

cottonwood, aspen and some poplar and willow species. 

Often it is a severe pest of urban ornamental trees. This 

leaf feeder may cause extensive leaf loss, and can 

consequently reduce stem volume up to 70% (Coyle et al. 

2005). 



Cottonwood Leaf Beetle

Above Larva of the 

cottonwood leaf beetle, 

Chrysomela scriptaFabricius, 

with scent droplets. 

Photograph by Gerald J. 

Lenhard, Louiana State 

University; 

www.insectimages.org. 

Left Life cycle of the 

cottonwood leaf beetle, 

Chrysomela scripta

Fabricius. Photograph 

by James Solomon, 

USDA Forest Service; 

www.insectimages.org. 

Left Adult cottonwood leaf 

beetle, Chrysomela scripta

Fabricius, dorsal view; 

lateral view. Photograph by 

Natasha Wright, Florida 

Department of Agriculture 

and Consumer Services; 

www.insectimages.org. 

http://www.insectimages.org/
http://www.insectimages.org/
http://www.insectimages.org/


Cottonwood Leaf Beetle: 

Damage Photos
Defoliation caused by the 

cottonwood leaf beetle, 

Chrysomela scriptaFabricius. 

Photograph by James 

Solomon, USDA Forest 

Service ; 

www.insectimages.org.

Initial feeding damage from 

the cottonwood leaf beetle, 

Chrysomela scriptaFabricius. 

Photograph by Andrew J. 

Boone, South Carolina 

Forestry Commission; 

www.insectimages.org.

http://www.insectimages.org/
http://www.insectimages.org/


Cowpea Curculio: 

Chalcodermus aeneus

ÅOrder: Coleoptera

ÅMorphology: holometabolous

ÅWinged: yes (but rarely fly)

ÅMouth Parts: biting-chewing

ÅOther descriptors: Black weevil that begins 

feeding in April or May, adults can live 

several months. Host plants it feeds on are 

primarily legumes.



Adult cowpea curculio. Photo by 

Lyle Buss, University of Florida.

Cowpea Curculio



Cowpea Curculio: Damage Photos

Damage to peas caused by cowpea 
curculio.



Cucumber Beetles: Diabrotica spp.

ÅOrder: Coleoptera

ÅMorphology: holometabolous

ÅWinged: yes

ÅMouth Parts: biting-chewing

ÅOther descriptors: Cause problems in crops 

such as cantaloupe and cucumbers,  and are 

found in other crops as well. 



Photo by James Castner, 

University of Florida.

Cucumber Beetles

Adult Banded Cucumber Beetle   

& Larva.

Adult Spotted Cucumber Beetle.

Photo by Lyle Buss, 

University of Florida.


