Payton Ziegler
Objective
My objective is to share information about the state council with all 66 Florida counties and
represent 4-H as the 2018-2019 reporter.

Education
Canterbury School, Class of 2021
- College Preparatory Honors Program
Attended JSEHS Science Symposium 2018
Duke Tip Scholar
Attended the Future of Politics seminar 2017

Offices Held
4-H Offices
- State Executive Board Member 2017-2018
- District 12 Secretary 2017-2018
- Lee County Parliamentarian 2017-2018
- Club President 2016-2017
- Club Historian 2015-2016
Other Offices
- Class Representative Student Council 2017-2018
- Seated on the Honor Council 2017-2018
- Vice-President Student Government Association 2016-2017
- Vice-President National Junior Honor Society 2015-2016
- Vice-President Interact Club of Downtown Fort Myers 2016-2017

Skills and Experience
4-H Experience
- Sat on the State Executive Board Intermediate State committee 2017-2018
- Sat on the State Executive Board Ways and Means committee 2017-2018
- Will attend 4-H University 2018
- Will be a Voting Delegate at 4-H University
- Attended 4-H Legislature 2017, 2018

- Attended Intermediate State 2016
- Planned and hosted District 12 Blessing Bag service event 2018
- Competed in county/district events for two consecutive years 2017, 2018
- Served on the District 12 Mock Legislature committee 2016
- Hosted club level pallet workshop 2016
- Planned and hosted club level Historian Workshop 2015
Other Experience
- School ambassador at Canterbury School 2017-2018
- Member of the Make-A-Wish Youth Leadership Committee of Southern Florida 2017-2018
- Member of Model United Nations at Canterbury School 2017-2018
- Selected as a Page Program participant during the State of Florida’s Legislative Session 2017

Awards and Recognition
4-H Awards
- Awarded the Chris Allen Award at 4-H Legislature as a lobbyist 2017
- Selected as a Legislative Aide at 4-H Legislature 2017
- Earned Blue Ribbon at county/district events for two consecutive years 2017, 2018
- Earned a Gold Clover Award for 4-H Record Book 2017
- Earned a Gold Clover Award for 4-H Record Book 2016
- Honored as Southwest Florida Fair 4-H Youth Royalty Princess 2017
- Awarded the Environmental Stewardship Award with club 2017
- Earned Community Pride Award with club 2017
Other Awards
- Awarded the Presidential Service Award for three consecutive years 2016, 2017, 2018
- Inducted into the International Thespian Society 2017-2018
- Placed third place with Mock Trial team 2017-2018
- Received varsity letter in track at Canterbury School 2018
- Received varsity letter in cheer at Canterbury School 2017
- Selected by teachers to receive 8th Grade Leadership Award 2016-2017
- Earned Best in Room at District Level Jr. Thespians for scene writing 2016-2017
- Awarded Fort Myers Youth Services Coalition Superior Excellence Award 2016
- Honorable mention at Regional Science Fair 2015-2016
- Placed third at Regional Science Fair 2014-2015
- Awarded Kiwanis Student of the Year Award 2014-2015
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1) Why are you running for state office?
I’ve decided to run for a state office because this is my passion in 4-H, and I want to show others all
across the state what 4-H can be for them. When I first joined this organization I didn’t quite knew what
to expect. I didn’t have any friends or family in my club, and originally I just thought that they were a
part of the fair with animals, but I didn’t have an animal either. However, as I got more involved I saw
all of the many different ways to be a part of 4-H. Personally, I enjoy the public speaking and leadership
aspect that this organization offers. I want to show others that side because like me they might not
know it exists when they first join either. When I went to Legislature my eyes were opened and I
realized that this was my path in 4-H. I took that passion back to my county, but would love to share it
with the whole state. I want to represent those who are finding themselves in 4-H and would love to
show them all of the paths 4-H has to offer. Everyone’s path is different, and mine led me right here.

2) Tell us about the most successful event, program, or workshop/class you ever led. What
contributed to your success? What did your planning process look like? And what challenges did
you face?
The most successful event that I’ve led through 4-H was actually quite recent. This year I led a district
event to benefit the homeless by putting together blessing bags with the four counties that make up
District 12. It was a great service project that gave back to our community. I think it was a success
because I planned ahead and kept my notes and records organized. I also called multiple homeless
coalitions to find places the bags could be donated. This was all a part of planning as well. I also
arranged for 100 shirts to be donated that I sewed into bags before the event so they were ready to be
stuffed. I also organized and set up different “stations” for the volunteers to work at. However, like any
project there are always challenges and things to learn and improve from. For this particular event,
getting donations for the bags could have gone smoother. I just gave a list of items that would be great
in the bags, but I didn’t have a way to know what items people were getting and what was still needed.
In the end though, we had enough donations to pack all 100 bags, and reach our goal.

3) Tell us about a time you had to deal with conflict. What was the conflict? How did you resolve
the issue?
I’ve experienced conflict in 4-H because of my age, I ‘m younger than most of the other 4-Hers that I’m
involved with. Even though I was younger I still ran for leadership positions within my club. Surprisingly
I was elected, but when I tried to lead I wasn’t able to get the group to participate. Not being respected
for my leadership abilities was hard to bear, especially since I couldn’t do anything to make myself older.
To resolve these issues that I was experiencing, I became more involved with the county and district4-H
levels. I found that the other levels were very welcoming, and happy to see a new face no maytyer what

age. After joining, I thought I’d try for an officer position and see how it went. The group was happy to
have new blood, they respected me and my ideas which was very refreshing. Then as I moved up even
higher, to state events and executive board meetings I realized how many other people are in 4-H, and
that age doesn’t matter. 4-H is an organization that believes in everyone, even if you are just a young
newbie looking for your place to fit in.

